
Revd Ro's Reflection on

Third Sunday before Advent

Hebrews  9. 24-28

Mark 1.14-20

Last Sunday we celebrated all Saints Sunday and our readings reflected this. In many churches All

Souls would have been kept. This Sunday, the third before Advent, our readings are once more from

Hebrews and Mark. The gospel reading does not follow on from last time’s passage from Mark

however. We remember that Jesus was just a few miles from Jerusalem. This would be his last

Passover. Last week’s reading from John, the raising of Lazarus, happens just before his final week in

Jerusalem. Now we have gone back to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry to the calling of the

fishermen.

This might seem strange but it is anything but. We are now in what is called the Kingdom Season in

the church calendar; the Kingdom Season is between All Saints Sunday and Advent Sunday, on the

Sunday before Advent we celebrate Christ the King.

So here is King Jesus at the beginning of his ministry, his mission to bring in the Kingdom of God. It is

God’s promised kingdom, promised throughout the scriptures. Now here Jesus stands on the shores

of the Sea of Galilee. It is important to note that in all four gospels Jesus is baptised by John prior to

this. In St. John’s gospel (chapter 1) John the Baptist testifies of Jesus,

‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before

me.” ’) 1.16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God

the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.’

Here John says Jesus is one with the Father. Jesus is the incarnate God. Jesus is the long awaited

King, the Messiah, the fulfilment of the scriptures. John the Baptist recognises this.



In the synoptic gospels we have the temptation in the wilderness and Jesus’ return. It is after John

the Baptist’s arrest by Herod that Jesus’ ministry begins. John is the herald, the harbinger of Jesus.

Jesus is the long awaited Messiah. So Jesus begins his ministry after John is arrested. Mark 1:

14 ‘Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and

saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good

news.’

Jesus is an itinerant preacher; he does not stay by the Jordan. The message is initially for the Jews

but then for all God’s people. Yes, like John he calls for repentance. Repentance means to turn from

sin but it means turn to God too. In other words, turn from the old way and turn to Christ’s. There

would need to be a turning to God by the people if they were to be redeemed. This is Jesus’

message for those who would listen.

Like his own birth his followers are humble. Jesus goes to poor workmen, ordinary people plying

their trade. The story of the calling of the fishermen is similar in the synoptic gospels except that in

Luke it follows the miraculous draught of fishes. In St. John it is somewhat different in that two of

John the Baptist’s disciples follow Jesus and Andrew, who is one of them, fetches his brother Peter.

Either way it is about calling.

It is important to understand the traditional way of life of these Galilean fishermen, in fact any

Jewish man then. They would follow the family craft, the family way of life father to son down the

generations so their expertise would grow. There was a great pride in this. Joseph was a carpenter;

Jesus followed him in the family firm. It is often so today, sons and daughters following into the

business, though it is not as common as it was.

Note once more what Jesus is saying,

‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’

Anyone who knew the scriptures would know that this meant that the time was ripe for God to

work his purpose out. That meant the coming of the anointed one, the Messiah. So picture the

scene, here are the fishermen, they are busy, Andrew and Peter are actually fishing while James and

John are mending their nets. They are quite happy and in their comfort zone, they are preoccupied

with what provides their livelihood and we are told that James and John are working with their

father Zebedee.

Then suddenly Jesus appears on the shore.

17’And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’

And then to James and John, 20’immediately he called them;’

I wonder how many times we have heard this story, maybe first in Sunday school then in church so

many times over the years. I wonder though if we have really stopped to think about it.

Remember not only are there family ties, in that they work with their father, but Peter is married, he

has a family. This is their livelihood, this is what they know, and this is what they do. Yet Jesus calls

and they go, they follow him. I often wonder what Zebedee thought standing alone in the boat. It

doesn’t say they went home, packed their bags, got some money and told everyone what was



happening. No, they just followed him. All we know is that Jesus says, ‘Follow me and I will make

you fish for people.’

Can you imagine if it was you this happened to? Happily at work doing the job you are good at, or

retired and busy with something. A knock comes at the door and a young man with no home and no

money appears and asks you to trust him, trust God and go out into the unknown to bring in the

kingdom. To do so will mean following a hard road with nowhere to live, no money or security and

really a lot of danger. It is an amazing scenario. Yet that is just what those first disciples did, most of

them following Jesus to the end and losing their life for his way.

So many times throughout scripture God’s call has come and the great men and women have

answered that call, they have left everything, they have risked everything, they have put personal

fears and ambition behind and they have obeyed God and changed the world; just think of Mary’s

‘Yes;’ to the angel.

So these men follow Jesus without hesitation. There must have been something wonderful in Jesus

that drew people to him.  From that moment on their lives, all they knew so well, has changed and

will never be the same. Here are the first of the few, the men who will take the good news of the

kingdom into the world and on whom Jesus is relying. They are ordinary people, just like us. They

are not famous or important, they have no status, and they are not religious leaders. Jesus’ way is

open to everyone, God loves us all. We are equal in God’s sight.

We are not all called to leave home or families to follow Jesus. We are not all called to risk or lose

our lives for him. But we are all called to follow him; we are all called to trust him, to have faith in

him. We are all called to turn our back on selfishness and ambition and worldly concerns and to

walk in his way. That can be uncomfortable, and it can be hard. But we are the children of God,

baptised into the holy priesthood of all believers.

Those disciples didn’t talk about it, they did something about it. Jesus called, they followed and their

lives changed forever.  We are not just called to talk about Jesus, even to call people. We are

challenged to live it out in our lives. We are challenged to care for God’s children, to let people see

Christ’s love in action in our lives. That way, even if it is only in our small corner, we can change lives

too. This reading then heralds the kingdom of Jesus here on earth.

Our reading from Hebrews goes back to the image of Jesus ‘our great high priest who has passed

into the heavens.’  This reading makes the imagery clearer but it is interesting to look earlier in

chapter nine which explains the function of the high priest, initially in the tent then of course the

Temple.

9.1‘Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. 2For a tent was

constructed, the first one, in which were the lampstand, the table, and the bread of the Presence;

this is called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a tent called the Holy of Holies. 4In it

stood the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in

which there were a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of

the covenant; 5 above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy-seat. ‘



Of course when the Temple was sacked these holy things were removed or destroyed. The Temple

was rebuilt but the presence of God was not within in the same way. Jesus of course restores that.

He is the very presence of God. The old Temple worship is no longer needed.

Here the writer of Hebrews describes the function of a high priest.

6 ‘Such preparations having been made, the priests go continually into the first tent to carry out their

ritual duties; 7but only the high priest goes into the second, and he but once a year, and not without

taking the blood that he offers for himself and for the sins committed unintentionally by the people.’

Only the high priest enters the holy of holies and that ‘only once a year.’ Now the passage we have

for today’s reading is in its context. God made the covenant with Moses and Moses sealed it with

blood.

19’For when every commandment had been told to all the people by Moses in accordance with the

law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled

both the scroll itself and all the people, 20saying, ‘This is the blood of the covenant that God has

ordained for you.’

This is one of the central points. Jesus’ blood is the ‘blood of the new covenant shed for all.’ This fact

that his sacrifice was made once, and once only, is picked up in our reading. A high priest would

enter the sanctuary again and again. Sacrifices were made again and again. Not anymore. Christ

offered himself as the one true sacrifice; St. John has Jesus dying as the Pascal lambs are

slaughtered. It is vital that this is understood. Jesus is so much higher than mortal high priests. His

sacrifice of himself can never be repeated and need not be. He won salvation on Calvary. Jesus gave

his life for the sins of humanity and by the offering of himself won salvation for us all.

9.11 ‘’But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the

greater and perfect tent  (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), 12he entered once for

all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus

obtaining eternal redemption.’

This is the memorial we make week by week in Holy Communion. ‘The body of Christ given for you,

the blood of Christ shed for you.’ Christ’s sacrifice was made ‘once for all.’

25’Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year

with blood that is not his own; 26for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the

foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin

by the sacrifice of himself.’

This has been the path ordained by God; Jesus by his death has won freedom for us and by his

resurrection conquered death forever. Jesus does not enter the sanctuary made with human hands;

Jesus enters the holy sanctuary of God, he is with God. Think back to the quotation from St. John’s

gospel that I used at the beginning of the Reflection.

18 ‘ No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has

made him known.’

Humans cannot look on the face of God, angels veil their faces. Jesus is one with God, he is with his

Father. He was in the beginning with God, co-creator. At his incarnation he came to dwell with



humanity and he takes that humanity to ‘the heights of his throne.’ Jesus is man and God. Humanity

is perfected in him. Jesus is the face of God that humans have seen.

Jesus looks on the face of his Father, Jesus enters the holy place. Not like the high priest who did so

to intercede for the people on the Day of Atonement. Jesus is continually with his Father.

‘But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of

himself. 27And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgement, 28so

Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal

with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.’

Jesus’ death and resurrection bring to an end the old age, the new age is beginning. Jesus’ life and

death heralds in the new age. When all is fulfilled in the new creation all will be perfected. This was

heralded by Jesus, it is what we await and in our own small way are required to work towards. As we

approach Advent the reading is entirely appropriate. Jesus will appear at his second coming in God’s

new age when creation will be perfected. We know that this world is broken, hurt by sin and war

and plague but we know that God’s creation is good, it won't be destroyed and a new one begun.

God will perfect the heavens and earth. Sin and death and crying will be no more. Jesus will reign in

glory, Jesus the great high priest, the king whom we await.

We are now in the Sunday’s before Advent. Advent itself will soon be upon us. So many people are

waiting for Christmas and yes we too await the birth of our King Jesus at Christmas but Advent is

about waiting for the second coming of King Jesus at God’s new age.

‘Saviour take the power and glory, claim the kingdom for thine own.’ C Wesley and J Cennick
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